visibility to their political claims, aimed at overthrowing the sovereign norm which they are escaping. In this sense, I concur with Constantinou (2008) and argue that, under certain circumstances, it is possible to think that a state of exception might become a condition of empowerment rather than mere dispossession and annihilation. Yet, one should also be careful not abstracting or idealizing this state of exception. The final eviction of OBZ activists reveals indeed the existence of 'exceptions to the exception' (Constantinou, 2008) through which the sovereign reinstalls a territorializing logic of power.
I start my investigation by first offering a short overview of the Cyprus Problem and by discussing the specifics of the Buffer Zone and its exceptional status. I then analyse the OBZ movement and its practices of resistance, by mapping the multiscalar articulation of their protest, the performative use of the space they occupy, and the counter-exceptions aimed at 'normalizing' the exception when such exception does not respond anymore to the interests of the powers involved.
3 I conclude by highlighting a series of theoretical considerations which, prompted by the specific experience of the OBZ movement, can elucidate further the notion of terrain of resistance.
The Cyprus problem
When in 1960 Cyprus gained its independence from the British colonial rule, the two major communities of the island -Greek Cypriots (GCs) and Turkish Cypriots (TCs)
-had already developed deep nationalist affiliations with their respective 'motherlands', Greece and Turkey (Papadakis 2008 As attempts to find a solution to the partition failed, in 1983 the part of the island north of the Green Line declared independence with the name of Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus (TRNC), which until today has only been recognized by Turkey and put under embargo by the rest of the international community.
Despite ongoing negotiations among the leaders of the two political entities and the support of the UN to favour the reconciliation of the parties through various bi-communal initiatives, over the last thirty years or so no significant steps have been made towards the creation of the bi-zonal and bi-communal federal state, which was the solution agreed on by the two parties in 1977 (Akçalı and Antonsich 2009 exceptionalism not as a mere by-product of governmental 'decrees of necessity', but as a foundational act that was imposed and neatly combined with emancipatory pretensions."
In this sense, the state of exception is no longer a condition produced by the sovereign over its own territory, but by external powers over the new 'b-ordered' territory of the post-colonial state.
Constantinou offers an original reading of Cyprus's contemporary history as one made of multiple states of exception. Among them, Constantinou also includes the BZ.
For him, its exceptionality emerges clearly from one of the periodical UN Secretary General's Reports (S/12253 -1976), which stated "that neither side can exercise authority or jurisdiction beyond its own forward military lines" (Constantinou 2008, 156) . The BZ is therefore a space of exception since on this space the juridical order of both RoC and TRNC is suspended. Within the BZ, the sovereign is the UN -a sovereign which, ironically, has neither territory nor people, but which, exceptionally, can claim both authority and jurisdiction over the BZ. 
OccupyBufferZone
The specific site chosen by the OBZ movement is a symbolically very dense space.
For the GCs, the BZ represents a 'Dead Zone' (Papadakis 2008 In this sense, the BZ is clearly a site where the 'performance of the border' (Green 2010) is associated with various re-enacting of memories, a representational space filled with often contrasting discourses, forces, beliefs, and symbols, which, for this very reason, transforms that space into a terrain of contestation and potential resistance to spatially and culturally contextualized powers (Routledge 1994, 560-1).
Over time, the BZ has also been used, thanks also to the initiative of the UNDP, as a site to organize bi-communal events (Akçalı and Antonsich 2009 (2010), interrupts sequences, habits, and rituals of living and re-producing, also for security purposes, the border(zone), while opening up space for alternative political projects.
Following a long series of dissuasive measures put forward by TC and GC authorities, on April 6 th , 2012, a GC anti-terrorist unit and drugs squad raided the OBZ camp, beating and arresting several activists. 15 The GC police justified the raid on a search warrant after information that drugs were in a building illegally occupied by OBZ activists. Although officially the UNFICYP's stance towards the OBZ movement had spanned from an original sympathy to a more pragmatic toleration, 16 de facto they sided with both the TC and GC authorities. Being itself a political actor, exposed to the pressures of RoC and TRNC authorities (Grundy-Warr 1994), the UNFICYP did not protest the violent restoration of the 'norm' by the GC police, officially claiming that the raided building was not located in the BZ. 17 As Constantinou (2008) puts it, any exception is associated with counter-exceptions, giving way to a spiral of exceptionalisms where different dynamics of power are at play, which defy the simple binary logic of oppressor and oppressed often associated with a mainstream reading of Agamben's.
Severely hit by the police raid and strained by both the fatigue of six-month occupation and internal frictions, the OBZ activists finally lifted their camp at the end of 
Conclusions
Transgression is often the preferred form of resistance practiced by social movements (Foust 2010). By escaping the discipline of boundary-policing authorities and violating an 'off-limit' space, the OBZ movement also engages in performative practices of transgression which call for social, economic and political change. Its experience, I
would argue, allows for a series of considerations which can illuminate further the notion of terrain of resistance. First, the OBZ movement offers evidence for going beyond a simple, binary logic which often characterizes how the notion of exception has been operationalized. When located within the post-colonial context of Cyprus, the exception takes on new meanings, as the space where the norm is suspended becomes a terrain of resistance which challenges that very norm. The BZ is indeed both the object of contestation and the condition which allows for that contestation to take place. No longer the space where life becomes 'bare life' (Agamben 1998) , exposed to violence and death, the exception is where the OBZ activists take refuge in. Second, confirming the insights from previous literature (Pile 1997), the OBZ experience reasserts the importance of emplaced and embodied resistance. However relevant online social networks might be today, resistance still happens both in places and through bodies. Third, and related to this point, emplaced resistance matters also because the alternative use of space made by the activists challenges the 'norm-alization' of space produced by the dominant power.
Altering the everyday (non-)use of space as defined by a system of power is per se revolutionary. As space is imbued with power relations, any resistance to be successful should therefore aim at appropriating and making new spaces (Featherstone 2008; Pile 1997 
